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CAMPUS COM PACT SELECTS PROFESSORS
FOR SERVICE-LEARNING FELLOW SHIPS
MISSOULA Eight Montana higher education faculty members - including two from The University
of Montana - have been awarded fellowships to be used for academic service to the state.
The fellowships were presented by UM-based Montana Campus Compact, which is part
of a national consortium of colleges and universities established to promote public service as a
necessary component of higher education. The Faculty Fellows Program is sponsored by a
grant from the Corporation for National Service. Fellowships support teaching and research
projects that address a wide variety of community needs - especially those dealing with service
learning, innovative community service projects and community research.
Kathleen Humphries, director of the Faculty Fellows Program, said this year’s fellows
are a diverse group in terms of academic disciplines, service-learning contacts and experience.
She said they will bring an excellent mix of knowledge and skills to the program.
"We are in the third year of supporting Montana’s higher education faculty and their
community partners in building a more engaged student citizenry," Humphries said.
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"(Fellows) say their students find renewed spark when they see their work makes a difference
to someone who really needs the service. And they recognize that the students are learning the
class material better than ever."
UM faculty members named service-learning fellows are social work Adjunct Professor
Ryan Tolleson Knee and Peg Brownlee, director of the pharmacy technology program at the
College of Technology.
Tolleson Knee and students in his Research Methods class will use his fellowship to
survey a low-income neighborhood to determine residents’ needs for childcare, housing and
transportation. Titled "Magnifying the Civic Voice Through Participatory Research," his
project will engage UM social work students for years to come, forming the basis of an
ongoing partnership between the University and the Women’s Opportunity and Resource
Development agency.
Brownlee will use her fellowship for home-safety checks, poison presentations in
schools and medication counseling referrals for the public. Titled "The Safety Zone," her
program will bring together professionals from elementary schools, pharmacies and the CityCounty Health Department, as well as pharmacy technician students and pharmacists acting as
mentors for undergraduates. Brownlee, a licenced pharmacist, also will present a model for
service learning in pharmacy education to faculties nationally, as well as direct the production
of two videos related to the subject.
Other Montana faculty members receiving fellowships were:
■ Professor Curtis Bobbitt of the University of G reat Falls. His project, "Defining
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and Practicing ‘Public Service’ in an Advanced Writing Class," will use students in classes
held at UGF and those taking the distance-learning section of the course. Students will use
writing skills they develop to assist local nonprofit agencies with their communication needs.
■ Professor Sandra Kuntz, who teaches nursing at Salish Kootenai College in Pablo.
She will use her fellowship to extend service learning more fully and permanently into the
nursing curriculum. Titled "Quapsin Kin’uit: Two Eagle River School Youth Asset Building
and Mentoring," her project will develop a long-term service relationship and friendship
between the SKC nursing department and Two Eagle River School. The nursing program and
public school will collaborate on positive decision-making about the healthy lifestyle issues
facing American Indian children.
■ psychology Assistant Professor Lee Stadtlander with Montana State UniversityBozeman. She will develop a professional partnership with Springmeadows Retirement and
Assisted Living Community, helping staff there deal with age-related changes in memory and
cognition while completing two research papers. Her students will test volunteer residents’
memories and cognitive abilities, and they will compile a testing kit requested by staff
members.
■ Evan Wantland from Western Montana College of UM in Dillon. His fellowship will
develop a partnership with Dillon’s Women’s Resource Center. His students will use
undergraduates’ statistical analyses to enrich the center’s reports and development activities.
Wantland then will present his project nationally as a model for effective use of service
learning in mathematics.
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■ Kirsten Graham of the Helena College of Technology. Through her fellowship, up to
100 students in her Personal Computer Configuration classes will use their knowledge and
skills to benefit nonprofit agencies in the Helena area. Her "Agency Outreach" project
emerged from a philosophy that teaching someone else to perform a task reinforces concepts
and task mastery for the one teaching.
■ Instructor Lori Falcon of Blackfeet Community College in Browning. Falcon, who
teaches several language acquisition courses, will use her fellowship to develop a multimedia
center and create educational materials for the local schools and community. Her partner
organization is Heart Butte School, where college students will produce curriculum materials
to teach elementary school children the native Blackfeet language.
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